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A Back to School Message
By Superintendent Joe Peitzmeier

| want to take this opportunity to welcome all of you back
to another school year. | am very excited to be working
with you to provide a 21% Century Quality Education for
the students of Oakland-Craig Public Schools. Governor
Heineman, in a recent address to school administrators
from all across the state, stated that “a successful education
for students depends on a partnership between education
and the community. If this happens, students win.” The
future of Oakland-Craig Public Schools depends on this
community-school relationship. Working together, we can
make this happen.

This is going to be a great year. | look forward to working
with staff, school board, and the community in providing a
quality education for our students. Finally, 1 want to thank
everyone for helping RJ, Diane, and | feel so welcome to
the community.

Joe Peitzmeier
Superintendent





WELCOME TO THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL TERM
By Rusty Droescher, Junior-Senior High School Principal

I am very excited to write my first welcome back letter as 7-12 principal of Oakland-Craig
Schools. Most of you have known me for a fair amount of time, as this will be my 20" year at O-
C. Over those years it has been my pleasure to be heavily involved with the math department as
well as the extra-curricular areas more recently as activities director. | am very excited to become
more involved with the over all curriculum of Oakland-Craig Schools. With assessments and
“No child left behind” regulations, the importance of curricular accountability has become
paramount in a school’s presentation to its community and the surrounding area in general. We
can proudly say that Oakland-Craig Public Schools is a great school district. | consider it my
most important charge to keep it that way.

I am looking forward to being a member of a dynamic administrative team with Mr. Peitzmeier,
Mr. Holys, and Mr. Nelson. We all subscribe to an open door policy, in that we strive to be
highly approachable and proficient in communication. | am also looking forward to nurturing
new relationships with our staff as their leader. The challenge of transitioning from a colleague
to leader/colleague is very much an appealing one for me. Finally, | am looking forward to
benefiting from the guidance and (life) support at times that | will be getting from Candace
Johnson and Marilee Groth in our main office and guidance office.

My first message for students and parents is to direct your attention to what | consider your best
source of information, the student handbook. This invaluable booklet, which will be one of the
first items your child will bring home, is highly informative in terms of attendance, grading,
disciplinary issues, controlled substance violations, cell phones, computer use, eligibility, and any
new federal legislation that affects our students. By referring to this booklet, many questions can
be answered. However, don’t hesitate to call me for clarification purposes if needed.

My second message is to make every effort to use the communication hierarchy sometimes
known as the chain of command. This simply means that if an issue or concern takes place in the
classroom the communication must start with the teacher. Likewise if an issue or concern
evolves from an extra-curricular activity the communication must start with the coach or sponsor.
Inevitably some concerns or issues may need to be dealt with higher up the chain of command,
but if the chain of command is followed, the quality of communication and level of resolution is
greatly enhanced.

My final message to our students (for now) is to work and study hard in the classroom and get
involved in activities. Studies have shown that students involved in activities at school have a
greater sense of belonging in the school. With the greater sense of belonging often times comes
better grades and an overall better high school experience. | ask the parents to please do their part
and join us in encouraging your students to become involved.

We’ll see you on the 21* of August. Let’s make the 2008-2009 school year a great one.





Dear parents, patrons, and students,

I am again very excited about the upcoming school year! 1 am looking forward to continuing
the tradition of excellence put forth by our teachers and staff. | expect a school year filled
with excitement, learning, and growth and I’m getting eager as the summer comes to an end
and another adventurous school year begins.

The Oakland-Craig Public Schools has a very dedicated staff that is always positive and
willing to do what it takes to meet the needs of all of our students. The communities of
Oakland and Craig are very supportive and | am honored to work with all of you to provide
our kids with the best opportunities to strive to be successful.

There are a few things to get ready for the first days of school. Please review the supply list
for your child’s grade level — these are included with this newsletter. Have your child reading
for pleasure at least 30 minutes a day to keep that love for literature. Start easing into a
routine of getting up in the morning and preparing for the day and getting to bed earlier.
These ideas can make that transition back to school much better for everyone.

Preschool update!

The preschool will be located at 400 North Brewster Avenue in the Elementary building.

The anticipated start date for the new Oakland-Craig Preschool is August 25 2008.
Parents/guardians will be required to complete an orientation with the Family Service Worker and
Teacher prior to August 25™. During orientation, you will complete paperwork and learn specific
classroom information. Please bring your child along with you to orientation. While you are
working with the FSW, the Teacher will complete an educational assessment with your child.
The Family Service Worker will be contacting you to set up a time and date to meet.
Oakland-Craig Preschool will be offering two class times. The morning class will be attending
from 8:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m Monday through Thursday. The afternoon class will be attending
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m Monday through Thursday. Each child will be participating in the
school lunch program. The Teacher and paraprofessionals will eat a family style meal along with
the children. The lunch will be prepared by the school and each family is responsible for paying
for their child’s meal. The cost of the meal will be given to you at orientation. If you feel you
would qualify for free or reduced prices, please contact the school to fill out the required
paperwork.

Transportation for preschool is the responsibility of the parents/guardians. Therefore, carpool
scheduling must be done among parents.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of us by e-mail or phone. You can
contact Marlene Grenier at 1-800-445-2310, Ext. 209 or marlene2@gpcom.net. You can contact
Mr. Holys at 685-5631 or jpholys@esu2.org. You may also bring your questions or concerns to
the preschool orientation.

Please feel free to stop in anytime to see us or give a call if you have any questions or wish to
discuss any concerns and/or strengths of our school. We are always exploring ways to improve
student achievement and continue our excellent academic success.

Educationally yours,

Principal JP Holys
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7™ GRADE ORIENTATION
NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
RETURNING JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH STUDENT SCHEDULE CHANGES

There are several informative meetings coming up soon that may be of interest
to you:

INCOMING 7™ GRADE STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS

An orientation meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the
old gym to inform you of policies, rules and updates which will concern the new
7" grade class. The normal 7™ grader is pretty nervous on the first day of
school, and there are many changes that they will be faced with during this first
year of junior high, so this meeting will be held to hopefully alleviate some of
those fears. We urge at least one of the parents to join us at this meeting.

FALL REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING SECONDARY STUDENTS

Students will be expected to come up to the Guidance Office to check your
individual schedule. Do not wait until the first day of school. Please follow the
schedule below:

Seniors — Thursday, August 14 9:00 — 12:00
Juniors — Thursday, August 14 1:00 - 3:00
Sophomores — Friday, August 15 9:00 - 12:00
Freshmen — Friday, August 15 1:00 - 3:00

7" & 8™ graders will get their schedules on the first day of school.

FALL REGISTRATION FOR NEW SECONDARY STUDENTS

Registration for any new junior or senior high students will be held on
Wednesday, August 13th from 9:00 —-12:00 in the Counselor’s office, which is
located on the 3™ floor of the high school building. If you know of any new
families in our district who have students in grades 7-12, please let them know
of this date. The first day is pretty hectic in itself, so pre-registering will certainly
be appreciated and will help August 21st go much smoother. This also gives us
more time to get the new students’ records from their former school.

All schedule changes must be completed by Monday, August 25, 2008.





COMPUTER LUNCH PROGRAM

Oakland-Craig Schools’ lunch computer program has been used for a couple of
years now with excellent results. Paper lunch tickets are no longer issued.
Instead, the students, kindergarten through seniors, punch in their own PIN
number into the computer when they are in the lunch line.

The hot lunch and/or breakfast program will be on a pre-pay basis. The parent
will need to send money in advance for the child / children’s account i.e. $25,
$50, $100. This will be deposited to your FAMILY'S account, not individual
student accounts. As the students use the program, the cost of the meals will be
deducted from the balance of your account automatically. A reminder will be
sent home when your account is getting low.

Charging of lunches is strongly discouraged. We encourage you to keep a
positive balance in your family’s account.

Kindergarten through 4™ grade morning milk break — this is the only time a
student will receive a milk ticket. Teachers will be keeping their elementary
student’s milk tickets. Money will need to be marked separately for this milk
program. Otherwise the money will be deposited into your family’s lunch
account. Students in grades 5 through 12 buying an extra milk will enter that
information into the computer.

Breakfast and Lunch prices are as follows:

ELEMENTARY (K-6) Breakfast Lunch Milk (extra)
$1.75 $2.25 $.35
SECONDARY (7-12) Breakfast Lunch Milk (extra)
$1.75 $2.50 $.35
REDUCED PRICE Breakfast Lunch Milk (extra)
$.30 $ .40 $.35
ADULT Breakfast Lunch Milk (extra)

$2.00 $3.25 $.35





SENIORS & YOUR PARENTS — SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION YOU NEED TO
KNOw!!

Because we have several requirements for senior pictures, we are enclosing these requirements
S0 you can be prepared. We also need to meet a couple of deadlines with these pictures, and
unfortunately, we've had trouble in the past couple of years meeting these necessary dates:

For your convenience, all photos will be turned into the school office. The deadline for pictures is
January 7, 2009. Our yearbook deadline requires us to have this early deadline date.

FOR THE SCHOOL OFFICE
* One color senior photo for the composite — must be head and shoulders only and
must be wallet size. No 4 x 6 pictures will be accepted.
* One black & white or color senior photo for the Oakland Independent

FOR THE YEARBOOK
* One color or black & white senior photo — must be head and shoulders
*One baby photo — this photo will be mailed to the publisher and cannot be returned
until the fall of 2009 and will be returned with their yearbook if purchased.
*A parent quote and a student quote are due by December 3, 2008. The parent quote is
a tribute to your senior student and the student quote is a quote that might be a famous
guote that fits your personality or represents your attitude. Quotes must be in good
taste. Yearbook staff reserves the right to approve or disapprove quotes that they deem
inappropriate.

FOR THE SLIDE SHOW
* One color senior photo — any good pose and any size will be accepted.
* One baby photo
* One “growing up” photo — preferably between the ages of 4 — 9
* Optional — the slide show appreciates any photos of groups of students — in or out of
school and at any age.
*All photos for the slide show will be returned before the end of the year.

JANUARY 7, 2009 is the deadline for these pictures.

If your pictures aren’t turned in by this date, your picture will have to be omitted or a snapshot
will have to be used.

Thanks so much for your cooperation!!!





We would like to issue this reminder for all our parents --- please be sure to call the school with
your student’s absence the morning he/she is absent. We have staff by the phone as early as
7:15 — 7:30 to take your phone calls, so despite the reason of the absence, CALL US !l If your
student is absent and we haven't heard from you, we will attempt to phone you around 9:00 or
so. Let’s work together to keep our kids safe and sound!!

For_all secondary students, we must have a written note from the parents when your
student_misses_school, regardless of the reason, and reqardless if you called in _to

notify us of your student’s absence.

Along with the school year comes the possibility of school being dismissed early, started late, or
closed for the day. Any school announcements can be heard on KWPN (AM84 or KWPN 107.9) or
KFAB (1110 on the AM dial) or TV channels 3, 6 or 7 in Omaha. The school phone is usually so
busy in making arrangements for school activities, so we ask that you please do NOT call the
school to verify this information.

ACCIDENT AND/OR EMERGENCY INFORMATION

If you have any changes in your contact information for your junior and senior high school
students, please call the school office at 685-5661 to update your information. Any new phone
numbers, cell phone numbers, e-mail addresses emergency contacts should be updated. If you
don't remember who you have listed for your students, please call us and we’ll check the
information for you and update it at the same time.

It is very important that we are able to reach someone in case of an emergency. Please help us
to have current information for these contacts.

Thanks for your help.

GOLDEN AGE ACTIVITY PASSES

As has been done in the past few years, the Board of Education has made available to
our Senior Citizens who are 65 years of age or older and a member of the Oakland-Craig
School District, a complimentary pass to Oakland-Craig Schools sports events. These
passes are good for any and all home games, with the exception of any tournaments.
These passes are our “Thank You” gift for the many years of support and
encouragement our Senior citizens have given Oakland-Craig. Call either Marilee at 685-
5661 or Holly at 685-5631 to pick up your Golden Age Pass.

A reminder to those who already have a pass — these passes do not expire. You do not
need a new ticket every year — please don't throw it away with the rest of your season
tickets. Keep last year’s ticket and use it during the 2008-2009 school year to support
your Oakland-Craig Knights!!





BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION —and — LABELS FOR EDUCATION —and — SOUP
LABELS — and — UPC CODE LABELS FOR OUR FAMILY PRODUCTS

Our Junior-Senior High Special Education Department collects these Boxtops for
Education, Campbell's Labels for Education, Campbell Soup Labels and the UPC code
labels off Our Family brand products. The students have been enjoying the computer
software we've “earned” with these labels, and also the rebate money we receive from
General Mills and Nash Finch. Please help us by saving and turning in these four
different labels. A container is located in the front area of Nelson’s Food Pride in
Oakland — please drop your labels in these containers, or send them to the school office.

Campbell's Labels for Education products include: all Campbell's Soup, including
microwaveable soups, Campbell's dry soup mixes, tomato juice cans, Franco American
Spaghettios, Pace salsa, Pepperidge Farms breads and crackers, Prego sauces,
Swanson’s broths, and V8 juices and Splash.

When turning in UPC code labels for Our Family products, the students need only the
UPC code and not the entire label off the product.

TICKETS — TICKETS — TICKETS — TICKETS

We hope most of you will soon be asking the question “Where can we purchase our season tickets to
support our Knights?” We implemented a new ticket policy a couple of years ago that was quite successful
— you need only purchase ONE ticket instead of each and every sport having their own ticket. The cost of
these tickets are listed below:

FAMILY TICKET $120.00
(not including college students)
SINGLE ADULT TICKET $60.00
STUDENT ACTIVITY TICKET $30.00

These tickets will admit you to ALL home sporting events with the exception of any and all conference or
district tournaments during the fall and winter seasons: football, volleyball, wrestling, girls and boys
basketball and track. This is a tremendous savings over paying single admission price to the games.

We have 23 home varsity contests this year — 4 football — 5 volleyball — 2 wrestling - 10 basketball — 2
track. If you multiply that by $4, you will see that it would cost 1 adult $92 (or a student $70) to attend all
the events. Now multiply that by your family members — quite a savings to purchase a ticket!

Tickets may be purchased through one of the school offices. No tickets will be sold through student
athletes.

Please note the East Husker Conference admission prices are listed below:
Adults - $4.00 Students - $3.00





ASTHMA LETTER TO PARENTS

A new state regulation became effective on October 1, 2003. This regulation requires that our
school be prepared to implement an emergency treatment plan, called a protocol, anytime a
student or staff member experiences a life threatening asthma attack or systemic allergic reaction
(anaphylaxis).

The protocol requires that 911 is called first. After that call is made, an EpiPen injection will be
given and then albuterol is provided through a nebulizer. An EpiPen is a small pre-filled,
automatic injection device that resembles a highlighter. It is used to deliver epinephrine.
Epinephrine is a medication that is used to bring quick relief by improving breathing and lung
function. Albuterol is another medication that is used to bring breathing relief (commonly found
in metered-dose inhalers). The nebulizer is a machine that mixes the albuterol with air to provide
a fine mist (aerosol) for breathing in through a mask or mouthpiece.

The protocol steps are designed to provide quick, effective care in order to prevent death from
occurring due to a severe asthma attack or anaphylaxis. Staff members have been trained to
recognize signs and symptoms of a life-threatening “breathing” emergency and to properly
administer the medications. The protocol is a standing medical order that has been signed by Dr.
Tracie Martin and Peter Thiele, P.A

If you know that your student has asthma or a known allergy, it is critically important that you
communicate this information to our school staff. You may contact the school office. For each
student with a known allergic condition or asthma, you must provide the school with (1) written
medical documentation, (2) instructions, and (3) medications as directed by a physician. In the
event that your student experiences a life threatening asthma attack or systemic allergic reaction,
we will defer to the specific documents and medication that you have provided. If you do not
have medical documentation and instructions on file with the school for your student, we will
defer to the regulatory protocol described above. If, for whatever reason, you do not want your
student to receive the life-saving emergency treatment under the protocol, you must file your
written objection with the school.

The school’s EpiPen and Albuterol do not replace a child’s own prescribed medications for
asthma/allergy control and management. Parents are expected to ensure their children continue
to carry MDI's, EpiPen, etc. and to have an Asthma/Allergy Action Plan or emergency medical
plan on file with the school.

If you have questions or concerns about the protocol or your student’s health issues, please
contact the school office.





MEDICATION DISTRIBUTION

More and more state regulations are being required by the public schools these days
regarding the dispensing of medications to students and how we meet other health
needs of our students.

State law will not permit us as a public school to dispense Tylenol, Advil or any other
medication without written permission from the parent. The over-the-counter
medication must be sent from home (school will not supply it) and it must be in the
original bottle, have the student’s name written on the bottle, and we must have the
permission slip on file before we can dispense any medication. These notes and the
medication will be kept in the locked medicine cabinet in the school office.

When the school office dispenses any medication, a log is kept in the office showing the
date, name of student, type and amount of medication and the time the dose was given.

The next issue with medication is with PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION. This must be in
the original bottle from the pharmacy, and we must have a written doctor note on file
listing the name of student, type of medication and the dosing schedule. The log is also
kept for this type of medication.

Please complete the MEDICATION PERMISSION SLIP shown below and return it to
school. Several families already have sent Tylenol or Advil or other medications to
school — we will keep that in the medicine cabinet, but now we must have the written
permission form on file also.

MEDICATION PERMISSION SLIP

| give my son/daughter permission to take

Tylenol
Advil

Other medication (name)

I have sent this medication from home and understand that it will be kept in the locked school
medicine cabinet.

Date Parent Signature





STATE LAWS REQUIRE US TO SEND YOU THIS INFORMATION EVERY AUGUST
THROUGH OUR SCHOOL NEWSLETTER --

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN AVAILABILITY

Federal regulations require all schools to inventory asbestos containing materials and develop
management plans to identify and control asbestos containing materials in their buildings.

The presence of asbestos in a building does not mean that the health of building occupants is
necessarily endangered. As long as asbestos containing material remains in good condition and is not
disturbed, exposure is unlikely.

The plan is available for review in the school administrative office during normal business hours.

At least once each six months, periodic surveillance is being conducted on all asbestos containing
material and suspect material assumed to contain asbestos.

A reinspection is being conducted every three years in all schools that have asbestos containing
material.

From time to time operations and maintenance activities may be conducted to maintain all material
in good condition.

For more information, please contact either Merle Hultman or Scott Krutilek at 685-5661.

CHILD FIND
The Oakland-Craig Schools requests your help in locating handicapped children. The schools implement the
Federal Handicapped Children’s Act (PL-94-142) which guarantees a free appropriate educational program
for all children between the ages of 0 and 21 years of age. If you have a student or know of any young
person with special needs between 0 — 21 years of age who is not enrolled in an appropriate education
program, please call 685-5631 or write to:

Mr.J. P. Holys -  Elementary Principal

Oakland-Craig Public Schools - 400 N Brewster Oakland NE 68045

PHYSICAL FORMS

Nebraska State Law states that all out-of-state transfer students, kindergartners, seventh grade students
and all athletic participants must have a physical within the last six months before starting school or
practice. If you have not contacted your own doctor within that time frame, you need to do so. The cost is
the individual family’s responsibility.

All 7" graders and all 7-12 students who will be participating in sports are required to have a physical.
Those physical forms must be on file in the school office before you can participate in the sport. If your
doctor’s office gave the physical form to you, you must return it to the school office.

QUALIFIED TEACHERS

One requirement of No Child Left Behind is the selection of highly qualified teachers for the Title | Reading /
Math Program. Should any patron request proof of a teacher's qualifications, he / she may contact
Elementary Principal J. P. Holys at 685-5631 or Debbie Krutilek, Superintendent’s Secretary at 685-5661.

BIRTH CERTIFICATES REQUIRED

State of Nebraska Statute, Section 43-2007 states:

Upon enrollment of a student for the first time in a public school district or private school system, the school
of enrollment shall notify in writing the person enrolling the student that within thirty days he or she must
provide either (a) a certified copy of the student’s birth certificate or (b) other reliable proof of the student’s
identity and age accompanied by an affidavit explaining the inability to produce a copy of the birth
certificate.

TITLE | NOTICE

The Oakland-Craig Elementary School has been informed by the Nebraska State Department of
Education that we are eligible to be a School-Wide Title I. If it is decided that it is in the best interest of the
Oakland-Craig students and the Oakland-Craig District, the Oakland-Craig Elementary School staff and
interested parents will be asked to develop a plan outlining the changes to the current School-wide Title |
program. This program would then be submitted to the State Department of Education for approval so that
the Oakland-Craig Elementary School could become a School-wide project next year. If you are interested
or have questions, please contact Elementary Principal J P Holys at 685-5631.
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NEBRASKA STATE PATROL WEBSITE
Oakland-Craig Schools is publishing the Nebraska State Patrol’s Sex
Offender Registry.

The web site is www.nsp.state.ne.us

Also we’ve been asked by the West Point Area School Administrators to
pass along a sex offender city ordinance:

“This letter is to inform your school of a city ordinance passed by the West
Point City Council concerning Sex Offenders and their presence at school
functions.

The ordinance mandates that a sex offender is prohibited from attending
school functions such as fine arts productions or athletic events.

However, the ordinance does make exceptions for parents and other
relatives that plan to attend these events. Sex offenders that are parents
or relatives of a student in your school must inform the school where the
event is taking place of their planned attendance. This notification must
take place prior to the event.

We ask that you would make this new ordinance known to your public.”

GET A JUMP ON COLLEGE SUCCESS
Learning Skills for Success class will be meeting Mondays and
Wednesdays from 6:10 — 8:10 on the Northeast Community College
campus in Norfolk from October 20 - December 17. This class is also
available online. This is a two credit hour college class. Topics covered
include time management, advanced study skills, note taking, test taking,
goals, motivation, being responsible, critical thinking, budgeting, and
relationships. For more information, contact instructor Scott Berg at
(402) 844-7225.



http://www.nsp.state.ne.us/



ALL-STATE AUDITIONS COMING
HUSKER CONFERENCE VOCAL CLINIC

Auditioning for the 2008 All State Chorus on October 11" include: Clare
Carl, Sara Ann Prewett, Carrie King, Lisa Burghardt, Elizabeth Swearngin,
Ellen Pille, Baker Blanc, Josh Wilson and Kai Friis-Hansen. The All-State
Convention will take place on November 16-17 in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Several junior high choir members will be auditioning for the UNO
Heartland Festival Middle School Honor Choir — Kameron Shelley, Mollie
Blanc, Jaylynn Mace, McKayla Lundry, Elizabeth Pille, Emily
Weitzenkamp, Caleb Peterson, Brock Denton and Jordan Snader.

On Tuesday, November 11", the senior high choir will be participating in
the Husker Vocal Clinic in Stanton. Following an afternoon of rehearsals
under the direction of Doane College’s Kurt Runestedt, the 300 plus choir
will perform a final concert at 7:00 pm, open to the public. Admission is $4
for adults and $3 for students. Participating in a rotating schedule among
the 9 conference schools, Oakland-Craig Choir will be featured in the final
concert this year. Please make plans to attend.

FOR SALE
An Everett brand console piano with bench — needs some work - Contact
the school office if you’re interested.

RAILROADS AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

We have a number of students who walk to school and must cross the
tracks to get here. On occasion, there may be a train parked across the
route used by students, and on occasion, these students may determine
that if they don’t get to school on time, they’ll get into trouble, so they
climb through or under the train. WHOA!! Not a good idea! Please do
some parenting with your child and advise them of train safety. We do
some at school but we’re not supervising the railroad, and some students
think they are old enough to take action. We want them to get “older
enough”.

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION MEETING
A financial aid information night for senior students and parents is
scheduled for Wednesday, November 12 at 6:30 in the 3™ floor Media
Center.

This is a service provided by the Educational Planning Center’s financial
aid office. It is intended to assist parents and students with the financial
aid process and will include the most current information.





PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Please mark your calendars! Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on
Monday and Wednesday, October 27 and October 29. There will be no
school held on Friday, October 31st. Conferences run from 5:30 - 8:30.
The elementary school will be sending home information about your
appointment. The 5" and 6™ grade teachers will meet in the elementary
building. Junior and Senior High teachers will be available in the old gym.
No appointment is needed for the secondary teachers.

PSAT TESTS
On Wednesday, October 15, 2008, the juniors at Oakland-Craig High
School will be given the opportunity to take the PSAT test. The test will
take all morning with the students finishing around 12:00.

The PSAT Test measures verbal reasoning, critical reading, math
problem-solving and writing skills developed over many years, both in and
out of school. The students do not have to recall facts from literature,
history, or science. They will not have to write an essay. And they will not
have to memorize math formulas; in fact some will be given on the test for
reference. This test is the test required to be considered for a National
Merit Scholarship.

The fee for the 2008 PSAT is $13.00. The College Board makes fee
waivers available to schools for juniors from low-income families who
cannot afford the test fee. Your child may check with the counselor and
request a waiver if it applies to him or her.

PLAN TEST
On Wednesday, November 5, 2008, all sophomores at Oakland-Craig
Schools will be taking the PLAN test from 8:30 — 11:30. This test provides
useful information regarding strengths and concerns regarding your
child’s educational plans. It also provides an estimated ACT score based
on the performance on the PLAN test.

Tests in English, math, reading, and science reasoning that measure the
academic skills and abilities developed up to this point are included in the
test. There is also an interest inventory that will give your child some
clues as to the kind of career path and occupations that he or she might
consider.

The district pays the fee for this test and no students will be assessed a
fee.





JUST SO YOU KNOW ---

The reason the O-C office staff asks you why your children are ill when you
call them in absent in the morning is because the Elkhorn Logan Valley
Public Health Department is calling us (and each school in their four-
county service area) each Wednesday in an attempt to track the outbreak
of iliness. This information is forwarded to the Nebraska Department of
Education and the Department of Health in partnership on the project,
specifically attempting to obtain the number of students experiencing
rashes or fevers.

We would like to thank you for your cooperation in this endeavor.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Many times the question is asked “Can my son or daughter ride home with
a friend’s parents? A grandparent? A sister or brother? (etc)” We would
like to clarify any questions or confusion on this issue.

The student must ride to the school activity on school transportation. The
trip home can be with parents, with a note from the parent given to the
coach. No other arrangements are acceptable. They can not ride home
with a friend’s parents, or with grandparents, or other relatives, or
basically any one else except the parents. Of course this is at the
discretion of the coach, but it is a common practice to release the student
to their parents upon contact and a note. Any situation falling outside this
criteria must have prior approval and will be considered on an individual
basis.

ONE ACT PLAY SEASON IS HERE

The One-Act Play season is well underway. This year the students are
being co-coached by Cindy Dahlquist and Nancy Guenther. Around thirty
students attended the informational meeting early in September, so we’re
excited there was such interest in trying out for the production. Our play
is a romantic comedy, entitled Jo/ly Roger, King of the Pirates. A wealthy
woman of title is about to marry the infamous pirate to stop him from
pillaging her coastline. Of course, the play is filled with comical
characters and several scenes of mayhem before its romantic ending.
The cast is looking forward to performing the play for the public on
Sunday, November 23™ at 2:00 in the old gym. Conference One-Acts will
again be held at Wisner-Pilger’s theatre on Tuesday, November 25 and O-
C has the 8:00 time slot. Districts will also be held at Wisner-Pilger on
Wednesday, December 3 and O-C will be performing at 2:45. We’d love to
see some friendly faces in the audience on those two days!
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OAKLAND-CRAIG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DECEMBER, 2008 & JANUARY, 2009 NEWSLETTER

SCHOOL CLOSING/DISMISSAL INFORMATION

When school is dismissed early for bad weather, students who drive their own
vehicles and live outside the city limits will be required to contact their parents
by telephone prior to leaving school.

Bus students will ride the bus home as usual.

Parents are asked to listen to AM84 or KWPN 107.9 radio, or TV Channels 3, 6
or 7 in Omaha for any school closings or early dismissals in case the weather is
threatening.

EARLY DISMISSAL TIMES
We will have the holiday early dismissal on Friday, December 19. Elementary
will be dismissed at 1:50 and secondary students will be dismissed at 2:00.

The junior-senior high students will have semester tests during December 17
through 19. Junior-Senior High report cards will be mailed out in January.
Vacation dates run from Monday, December 22 through Tuesday, January 6,
20009.

TEACHER IN-SERVICES ARE SCHEDULED

A teacher in-service is planned for Monday, January 5, 2009. There will be no
school for students and no breakfast or lunch served that day. School will
resume for the 2nd semester on Tuesday, January 6, 2009.

SENIOR PICTURE DEADLINE

Don’t forget that all senior pictures for the yearbook, composite,
newspaper and slide show are due in the office on Tuesday, January 6,
2009. Turn in all your pictures to the office and we will distribute them
to the appropriate sponsors.

Remember that for the composite, seniors must have a head and
shoulders wallet photo. Any picture showing students’ hands, or
including trees, cars, horses, etc, or other size of picture (for example, a 4
x 6 size) will NOT be accepted. This is your basic head and shoulders
wallet picture — the type of picture you’d send in with a job resume.

Parent quotes and student quotes are due by January 6, 2009. The
parent quote is a tribute to your senior student and the student quote is
a quote that might be a famous quote that fits the student’s personality
or represents their attitude. Please keep the quotes short and simple.






If quotes are too long, they will be shortened to fit into the designated
area.

Also due for the yearbook is the baby or toddler picture and the senior
wallet picture.

So in summary, the pictures required on January 6, 2009 include:

Yearbook — baby or toddler picture and a senior wallet
Also the student and parent quote
Composite — a head and shoulders color wallet
Newspaper — a black and white wallet (although color will work)
Slide Show — baby picture, growing up (elementary age) picture and a
senior wallet.

DECEMBER CONCERTS & SOUP SUPPER ARE SCHEDULED

“There’s No Business Like SNOW business!”

The elementary Christmas program will be held on Monday, Dec. 8, 2008, at
7:00 pm in the new gym. The 6th grade band will begin the program, followed
by kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades sharing a whacky collection of holiday songs
set to new lyrics.

Grades 3-6 will present the choral revue “Santa’s Frosty Follies” featuring the
“hoofer from way back”, Rudolph; the “rockin’, rollin’ snowman”, Frosty; the
“Lovely lady in white”, Suzy Snowflake; and the “star of the show” Santa Claus!

Be sure to join the cast in some Holiday Hoop-la for all ages!

The Oakland-Craig Music Department will present its annual Christmas concert on
Tuesday, December 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the new gym. Featured performers will include
the junior and senior high bands and choirs, ensembles and combined choirs.

Prior to the music concert, the Oakland-Craig Band Department will be holding
a soup supper on Tuesday, December 16th from 5:30 — 7:00. Adults $4.00 and
grades K-6 are $2.00. Pre-school is free. If any parents would like to help at
the soup supper, contact Mr. Beavers at school.

YEAR-ROUND MAGAZINE SALES NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE

For many years, you have helped support the Oakland-Craig Band through the
magazine sales program. Now you can continue to support the band year-round! All you
need do is purchase your magazines and renew your old magazine subscriptions on-line
using these simple steps:

1. Go to gsp.com

2. Click on “Shop Now”

3. Use the School or Organization Finder and type in “Oakland”, “NE”. Then click on
OAKLAND CRAIG JHS/BAND.





4. You are now ready to shop! You may purchase new magazines or renew existing
subscriptions at the lowest available prices. When you check out you will have
the option of entering the name of a specific student. That student will receive
credit for the sale. 40% of all sales is sent back to support the O-C band
program.

Thanks for your help! Remember, you can now support the band students year-round!

Oakland-Craig Public Schools now has a Parent Teacher Organization!
The mission of PTO is: To be an advocate for kids and to partner with the
teachers and administration in the learning environment.

The goal of PTO is: To expand parent/ teacher communication and involvement
in school and PTO activities

Our organization will meet on a quarterly basis. We have formed 6 committees
which are as follows:

1. H.A.L. - Higher ability learners program. The purpose of this committee is
to reach out to the gifted in our school (primarily elementary age children at
this point).

2. Breakfast for the teachers and staff - At least one time this year, this
committee will provide breakfast to all the teachers and staff.

3. Years of Service- Small gifts will be awarded to teachers at the honors
convocation (high school and junior high teachers) and at the elementary
awards program (elementary teachers) for teachers who have served for a set
number of years.

4. Meal at parent/ teacher conferences — A meal will be provided to the
teachers and staff on the night of parent/ teacher conferences.

5. Fundraising- Raising money to operate is the main objective of this
committee.

If you are interested in becoming involved, contact Mr. Holys or Paige Peterson.

Grolier Online FREE to Patrons

Oakland-Craig patrons can connect to five online encyclopedias at their
homes for FREE. The school subscribes to five online encyclopedias:

The New Book of Knowledge—geared to elementary students
Includes sections on:





Wonder Questions, Literacy Selections, Projects and
Experiments,
World History Time Line, Homework Help, NBK News,
Spotlight, Web Feat
Encyclopedia Americana—geared to high school and adults
Has segments on:
Editor’s picks--Engaging introductions to research topics,
offering insights, Web sites, and article links
Profiles--Biographies of the famous, the infamous, and the
highly influential.
Journal--A searchable, international current events
database, and online newspapers from around the world
Browse--Allows you to browse lists of articles arranged by
subject
Multimedia Encyclopedia—special effects like movies, maps, and sound
effects
Includes segments on:
Brain jam, News, Today is, Research Starters, Timelines,
Quizzes and Games
New Book of Popular Science—specialized in science & geared to junior
high
Includes—Newsbytes, Projects, Biographies, SciZone, Biographies,
SciFiles, SkyWatch, and Ask PopSci
Lands and Peoples—specialized in geography& geared to junior high
Includes Global News Desk, Electronic Atlas, Focus North America,
Cross Cultures, Passport to Fun, and L & P Almanac

To access this on your home computer:
e Log onto internet
e Go to O-C home page (type: www.ocknights.esu2.org)
e Click on Research Links
e Click on Grolier Sign Up
e Follow Directions
e Bookmark




http://www.ocknights.esu2.org/
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OAKLAND-CRAIG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER — FEBRUARY/MARCH, 2009

DRIVER EDUCATION OFFERED DURING THE SUMMER OF 2009

If you have a student who would like to enroll in the summer driver education
program, please call the school office (685-5661) to tentatively register your
student. This early notice is to get an idea of how many students will be needing
this class so we can plan on teaching staff and rooms required.

Classroom dates would be Monday through Friday scheduled during late May or
early June. The actual dates have not been set yet. The actual classroom hours
will be 5 days from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. with an hour for lunch break. These
dates can NOT be missed. Students are required to have 30 hours of classroom
instruction — and we can not waiver from that state mandate. Driving time will be
individually arranged and will most likely run over the course of three or more
weeks. If vacation plans happen during the driving time, be sure to mention that
at the start of class so we can plan around your family plans.

The class is limited to 30 students — so call early to get your student registered.
Your student must be 14 years old by the start of the 1% class.

The cost of the class is $175 for Oakland-Craig students with payment due the
first part of May.

Note that several auto insurance companies offer savings — substantial savings -
if the student has had driver education training and/or honor roll.

MUSIC DEPARTMENTS PLAN PROGRAMS

Senior choir members will be fundraising with Valentine Sing-a-Grams. Each
Sing-a-Gram is $5.00 each. Order forms will be available a week in advance
from any senior high choir member or selected Oakland-Craig businesses.
Order will be due by Wednesday, February 11™ and delivered Friday, February
13", We're only able to do local deliveries.

Tuesday, March 10th will be the Junior-Senior High Choir Pops Concert to be
held in the old gym at 7:30 p.m. Solos and ensembles will be featured in this
concert of familiar pop tunes. Plans are being made for a “Knight of the Arts”.....
and may include speech, choir, drama, art and perhaps some dessert to top off
the evening. Please plan to attend.






The Oakland-Craig Band's Winter Concert will be held on Monday , March 16 at
7:30 p.m. in the new gym. This concert will feature the Junior High and Senior
High School Bands.

The 5™ grade will be attending an 11:10 performance of the Omaha Symphony
Concert for Youth on Friday, February 20 at the Omaha Holland Art Center.
Details will follow.

Oakland-Craig Band Boosters are being organized. If you would like information
or would like to be on the Booster Committee, contact Mr. Beavers.

SPEECH TEAM 2008-2009

The 2009 speech season will kickoff at Stanton on January 31. All
twenty three Oakland-Craig competitors will be speaking. Oakland-
Craig iIs returning sixteen speakers and is welcoming seven newcomers
aboard. The team is looking forward to a fun season. We would like to
remind everyone that our schedule can be seen on the Oakland-Craig
website. We hope to see some of you at our meets throughout the year!

O-C SCIENCE FAIR

On Monday, April 20™, we will be hosting an open house for our science fair. It
will be held in the old gym from 6:30 to 7p.m. Come and see the projects and cheer on
award winners, which will be announced at 7p.m. Thanks for all of your help with the
projects. We’re looking forward to having another successful science fair!

SOME SPECIAL EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
Tuesday, March 17" - 5:30 - 8:30
Thursday, March 19" - 5:30 - 8:30

SIOUXLAND BLOOD BANK DRIVE
Tuesday, March 17" - 9:00 - 3:00
Old Gym

NO SCHOOL FOR ALL STUDENTS
Friday, March 20th - P-T Conference week

WE ARE NOT LACKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO!!!






The following list has been compiled to show the sub-district, district, and state
activities in which Oakland-Craig is involved during the months of February and
March.

UPCOMING DISTRICT AND STATE ACTIVITIES

February 7 EHC Wrestling Tournament @ Tekamah-Herman
February 13 & 14 District Wrestling @ TBA

February 16, 17, 19 C2-6 Sub-District Girls Basketball @ Wisner-Pilger
February 19, 20, 21 State Wrestling @ Omaha

February 23, 24, 26 C2-6 Sub-District Boys Basketball @ Wisner-Pilger
February 27 C2-6 District Final Girls Basketball @ TBA
February C2-6 District Final Boys Basketball @ TBA

March 5, 6, 7 State Girls Basketball @ Lincoln

March 4 Speech Districts

March 12,13, 14 State Boys Basketball @ Lincoln

March 19 C1 State Speech @ Kearney

IN ADDITION, WE HOST THE FOLLOWING TOURNAMENTS
February 16, 17, 19 C1-4 GBB Sub-District Tournament
February 23, 24, 26 C1-4 BBB Sub-District Tournament

JUST A REMINDER

We are still collecting the following labels or coupons on grocery items that you
purchase:

Box Tops for Education (off General Mills products)
Campbell Soup Labels
Labels for Learning (off Our Family products — need only the UPC code)

-and-_pop tabs. This is a project of our Student Council. These go toward
helping the Ronald McDonald House. Send your pop tabs with your student to
either the elementary or high school offices.

Thank you so much for your help in the past with these projects. In the past few
months, we’ve received $300.00 from Labels for Learning and $280.00 from Box
Tops!

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE SECONDARY PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Due to the increasing school lunch charging, we will be using the following
procedure:






If a student exceeds a $20 charge, he/she will be issued a note stating how much
they’'re overdrawn. They will be given until the end of the week to make this
account positive. The following Monday, the student will be denied school lunch
if the account is not settled.

STUDENT COUNCIL WILL HOST SIOUXLAND BLOOD BANK DRIVE
On March 17, 2009, the Oakland-Craig Student Council will host a blood drive
with the Siouxland Blood Bank.

The bloodmobile will be located in the OLD gym at Oakland-Craig. Donation
times are available between 9:00 and 3:00. You can schedule an appointment
by calling the school office 685-5661.

Oakland-Craig is trying to win a scholarship from the Siouxland Blood Bank,
based on the number of donors we have at our Student Council sponsored blood
drive. We’'re half way there, far surpassing our minimum number of donors at the
October blood drive. Please help us meet this goal!

The Siouxland Blood Bank supplies the Oakland Memorial Hospital with all their
blood requirements and needs. This is such a worthy cause to support our local
hospital. Thank you for your support of this blood drive.

ATTENTION: JUNIORS
The ACT Test is scheduled for SATURDAY, APRIL 4 with a February 27" registration
deadline and JUNE 13 with a May 8" registration deadline

The SAT Test is scheduled for March 14, May 2 and June 6.
Registration deadlines are February 10, March 31 and May 5.

It is recommended that you register on-line (requires a credit card to do so) at the
following sites:

ACT - www.actstudent.org

SAT - www.collegeboard.com

Our school code # is 281-650.

ACT preparation classes will start in February for Juniors at a cost $30.00 per student.
Call the guidance office to sign your child up.

Some registration packets are located in Mrs. Johnson’s office. Please complete these
before the deadline in order to ensure that you are able to be at the testing site where
you wish to test. If you miss the deadline, there is an additional fee that you will have to
pay in order to take the test. A reminder — it is recommended that juniors take the test in
April in preparation for the senior year.

Software is available to students to assist you in preparing for the ACT test. The CD’s
are found in Mrs. Johnson’s office. They are MAC and PC compatible. These CD’s



http://www.actstudent.org/

http://www.collegeboard.com/



must be taken care of. You may check them out for as long as necessary. But if you
damage or lose them, you will pay a fine of $75.

CLOSE-UP
Close-up students are nearing the end of their year of fund raising for their week of
exploration, fun and study in Washington DC from March 22 through March 28, 2009.

With 10 students patrticipating this year, we appreciate the community support they have
received in helping them raise their money.
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OAKLAND-CRAIG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - April/May, 2009

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT,
By Joe Peitzmeier

PROFESSIONAL STAFF DEVELOPMENT
As this memo is being written, 1 am hearing the forecast for warmer weather. It is
hard to believe that we just battled slick roads and frigid temperatures to get to school the
last couple of days. | cannot believe where the school year has gone! It was just over 8
months ago that | started here as the superintendent. It has been a great year. During the
year we have had numerous planning sessions with various groups in an attempt to
continue improving our school so that we can continue to improve learning for students.

In December, the school board met to discuss setting board goals. After much
discussion over the past months; on Monday, March 9, the board adopted those goals.
Each of the goals that we set is intended to improve student learning. For the most part
the average person will not even notice that we are working on accomplishing those
goals. However, one goal in particular will affect all people sending children to school.
This change involves the school calendar and more specifically, the school day. Find
attached the school calendar for 2009-2010.

Research tells us that to improve student learning, we need to improve
professional development for teachers. The board has set the following goal to improve
professional staff development in our schools: “create ongoing, frequent, focused staff
development.” We are attempting to accomplish this with a change in the daily schedule
in the 2009-2010 school year. We will have a late start every Wednesday to conduct high
quality professional development for our teachers and support staff.

To accomplish this, on Wednesdays, school for students will start at 10:15 am.
On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday Junior/Senior High School will start at 8:15
am and the elementary will start at 8:30 am. Bus schedules will be sent out in the fall as
in the past. This schedule will allow us to have at least an hour and a half each week to
provide professional development for staff to:

-build content knowledge and focus on student learning linked with achieving

standards

-use data and assessments to direct learning

-improve teacher effectiveness in terms of student achievement

-advance teacher understanding of effective instructional strategies

-provide instruction in methods of teaching children with special needs.

I am confident that this new schedule and the additional professional development
activities will help improve student learning across the school district.
OAKLAND-CRAIG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - April/May, 2009





REMINDER TO PLAN AHEAD WHEN GETTING DRIVER LICENSES

If your student is planning to get their driver license over the summer because their
birthday falls in a summer month, and you do not have the required CERTIFIED copy of
their birth certificate, you must contact the school before May 31st to get the paperwork
needed. Computer security and passwords, locked buildings, wet, freshly-shampooed
carpets, staff on limited time in the office — all lend to the problems that we face when
trying to help you get the paperwork needed.

We do not have staff here at school over the summer months to obtain a birth certificate
or the age verification form which the driver license bureau will accept for your student
to obtain their driver license. You must ask for this information before May 31. We
have a letter prepared for the Department of Motor Vehicles which verifies your student’s
birth date and you must have either the CERTIFIED copy of the birth certificate or the
letter from school.

This letter is not available from June 1 until August 1. Please plan ahead.

CLOSE-UP 2010

Eleven students are signed up. Juniors and Seniors may still sign up today. The
approximate date of 2010 Close-up is the 3rd week of March 2010. We will be planning
spring and summer fundraising after April 1. Sponsor: Karla Shelley

IMPORTANT MEDICAL INFORMATION FOR YOUR STUDENT
CHANGE IN WHERE YOU CAN GET YOUR IMMUNIZATIONS

Goldenrod Hills Immunization Program continues to do immunizations at their

regular scheduled clinic at the Oakland Mercy Hospital; however, if the times

of their clinic don't work into your schedule, many doctors’ offices offer immunizations.
Oakland Mercy Medical Clinic is also offering immunizations for children with private
insurance, Medicaid, insurance that doesn't cover immunizations, and children with no
insurance.

These immunizations through any doctor's office can be combined with a school
physical provided you have a scheduled appointment. The Oakland Clinic will not

offer any immunizations on the day of the school physical round up. No matter where
you get your child's shots, make sure to bring a current copy of their immunizations with
so the provider can document what your child received. Then, the copy you bring to the
school will be current.

SCHOOL PHYSICALS






If you choose to have your student take their school/athletic physical at the Oakland Mercy
Medical Clinic on Tuesday, May 12 - the times are listed below. It is your choice to have their
physical done at the Oakland Mercy Medical Clinic or your own personal doctor’s office. The
following information applies to the Oakland Mercy Medical Clinic exams:

Specimens will be collected at the clinic. Do not bring a specimen. If students have their physical
taken on this date and at this time, the physicals will cost parents only $25. Students must bring
the $25 with them at the time of the physical. Your check should be made payable to
OAKLAND MERCY MEDICAL CLINIC. No other physical arrangements at another time will
be accepted for the $25 cost.

TUESDAY - Boys TUESDAY —Girls
boysingrades6 & 7 @ 2:15 girlsingrades 6 & 7 @ 2:00
boys in grades 8 & 9 @ 3:15 girls in grades 8 & 9 @ 3:00

boys in grades 10 & 11 @ 4:15 girls in grades 10 & 11 @ 4:00

*a note to incoming 7™ grade parents — a school physical is REQUIRED before your 7" grader
can attend classes on Auqust 19th. This is a state law.

If your child intends to participate in any sport — junior high or high school — a physical is
REQUIRED before they can even practice.

KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP
The Oakland-Craig Schools will hold Kindergarten Round-up on Friday, April 3 from
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Kindergarten is open to all youngsters who will be five years of age on or before October
15, 2008. If you have had no contact with school or if you know of someone with an
eligible youngster who has not yet been contacted by the school, please call Holly or Mr.
Holys at 685-5631.

On our Round-Up day, students will meet with our kindergarten teachers and parents will
meet with Mr. Holys Expect an exciting morning for both you and your child.
**Remember, there will be no kindergarten classes held that day for current
kindergarteners.

FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - from Mr. Holys

As a reminder, we are continuing to need your help with projecting numbers for
kindergarten classes next fall. If you have not already done so, please contact the
school if your child turns 5 years of age on or before October 15 and you plan on sending
them to kindergarten. This will help us to predict needs for our next school year.
Kindergarten Round-up will be April 3rd from 9:30 to 11:00. At this time we will have
forms to be filled out as well as informational presentations from physical ed., speech and
language services, and myself regarding preparing for the kindergarten year.






For the 2009-2010 school year, we will not be offering the Kindergarten Readiness
program. The early childhood educational team has come to the consensus that in order
to better serve our full day kindergartners, we will not have the half day kids next year.
With the success of our preschool program, we have an early childhood program that
provides opportunities for all preschool children within our community and | encourage
any families with a preschooler to take advantage to better prepare their child for
kindergarten. We accept all Oakland-Craig students that turn 4 on or before October 15,
then as space allows, accept any 5 years olds with special needs (IEP's), and the older 3
year olds. State statute at this point does not allow grant funded preschools such as ours
to enroll kindergarten eligible students without special needs. We will be taking
applications for our preschool April 16 from 5-7pm, and April 17 from 8:30 to 3:30. If
these dates and times will not work, we will gladly set up individual times as needed. If
you have any questions or concerns please call our office.
Thanks!

Just a reminder that you should not call the elementary school before 7am with your
absences or bussing info. No one will be answering the elementary phone before 7.

O-C Youth Boys & Girls Future Stars Basketball Camp - On Tuesday-Thursday,
May 26-May 28, from 11:30am-1:00pm, the O-C Basketball Coaches and Players will
offer a youth boys & girls basketball camp for all boys & girls entering Kindergarten
through 3" grade in the fall of 2009. The focus of this camp will be introducing the
game of basketball at a very elementary level and having fun. Each camp participant
will receive individual instruction, numerous awards and certificates, and a gift. Camp
brochures will be sent home in May. Please contact Dannika Nelson for more
information.

O-C Youth Girls Shooting Stars Basketball Camp - On May 26-May 29, from 9:00-
11:00am, the O-C Girls Basketball Coaches and Players will offer a youth girls basketball
camp for all girls entering the 4™ through 8" grade in the fall of 2009. The focus of this
camp will be fundamentals, skill development and having fun. Camp will consist of
games, contests, and prizes for all participants. Camp brochures will be sent home in
May. Please contact Merritt Nelson for more information.

O-C Girls Weight Lifting/Conditioning-Beginning June 1ST and continuing
throughout the summer, every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday morning at 8:00 am, the
weight room will be open for O-C girls, grades 7-12, to complete the lifting/conditioning
program.

Elementary & Jr. High Girls Basketball Open Gym - Beginning June 2" and
continuing throughout the summer, every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday morning at
9:00 am the gym will be open for all elementary and junior high girls to play basketball.

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament - On Saturday, June 6", the 11th Annual Oakland 3 on 3
Basketball Tournament will be held in the Oakland-Craig Gymnasium. For an entry form
or more information, please contact Aaron Meyer or Merritt Nelson.






Boys Weight Lifting — June 1 - August 7
Monday — Wednesday — Friday from 7:00 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.
Monday — Thursdays - Friday from 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

O-C Boys Basketball Youth Camp (grades 4-8) — June 15 - 19 (AM)

O-C Boys Open Gym _-June 2 —July 18
Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 12 — 1:30 pm

O-C L.il Diggers Volleyball Camp — June 22 - 24
0O-C VB Conditioning =July 21-22-23

O-C Football Camp — 1 day (full contact) “4 Banger” — June 27
O-C Football Camp — July 27 - 31

Junior High School — 6 — 7:30 pm

High School — 7:30 — 8:30 pm

0O-C Football Conditioning (grades 9-12) — July 20 —31 -7 pm

Start of FALL sports practice — August 17, 2009

First day of school — Tuesday, August 19, 2009

“Dead week’ for winter activities —-December 23 - 27, 2009

School resumes — Thursday, January 5, 2010

Commencement — Sunday, May 16, 2010 @ 4:00 p.m.

Anticipated last day of the 2008-2009 school year — Friday, May 25, 2010

BOYS GOLF 2009

The 2009 boys’ golf season is underway. There are 18 students signed up. Though the
weather was a little uncooperative in early March, we have been able to do some work on
the driving range and putting green.

The Knights will be coached this year by Karl Lundquist and assisted by Sean Linder and
Bob Wonka.

With several golfers returning from the 2008 state-qualifying team, optimism is running
high. The first triangular will be March 31 in Wayne and the first invitational is the DC
West Invite in Valley scheduled for April 8.

DISTRICT MUSIC CONTEST

Oakland-Craig Schools will attend District Music Contest on Friday, April 24 at Yutan.
A detailed contest schedule will be published in the Oakland Independent prior to this
event. We would love to see you at Yutan — please consider making a road trip with us on
April 24™ Because the event is held at Yutan, April 24 will be a regular school day for
all students not in the high school band or choir.






ELEMENTARY MUSIC SPRING PROGRAM

On Thursday, April 30th, the elementary spring music program will be held in the new
gym at 7:00 p.m. The program will feature the 5th & 6th grade bands, followed by the
grade K-6 vocal program presenting a patriotic celebration of life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.

MUSIC AWARDS NIGHT

The annual Music Awards Night and year-end concert will be on Tuesday, May 5 at the
new gym. The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. The high school and junior high band and
chorus will be featured on this program. Awards and letters will also be presented,
including the National School Choral Award, the Patrick Gilmore Band Award, and the
John Philip Sousa Band Award. Also, there will be a soup supper before the concert
from 5 — 7pm in the commons.

HONOR ROLL TO OMAHA COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE IN OMAHA
Hopefully your student will soon be receiving an invitation to the annual Junior-Senior
High Honor Roll Field Trip! Students who have consistently made the Honor Roll all
three quarters will be invited to spend a day especially for them. On Friday, April 17,
they will travel to Omaha to the Omaha Community Playhouse. This theatre group is the
largest community playhouse in the nation. The honor students will also be treated to
pizza and pasta at Valentino’s for lunch. Following lunch the students will cosmic bowl
at the Maplewood Lanes.

Oakland-Craig Public Schools and the Oakland-Craig Education Association sponsor this
annual event. They are proud to honor the students for their focus on academics.

OAKLAND-CRAIG SPEECH TEAM HEADS TO STATE !!

The Oakland-Craig speech team was Runner-up at the district on March 4th at Wayne
State College. The team qualified nine contestants in seven events for the state meet.
State qualifiers include: Brandon Peterson and Sara Ann Prewett, both in Humorous
Prose, Clare Carl in poetry, Josh Wilson in informative, James Wallerstedt in
Entertainment Speaking, the Duet Acting team of Baker Blanc and Kiersten Wallerstedt
and the Oral Interpretation of Drama team composed of Peterson, Prewett, J. Wallerstedt,
Nathan Smith and Hannah Hyslop. The state meet is in Kearney at the UNK campus on
Thursday, March 19th.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
OUR FAMILY BAR CODE LABELS
CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS
POP TABS (for Ronald McDonald House)

Over the summer, be sure to continue to save the box tops for education off General Mills
products, the Our Family bar code labels, Campbell soup labels and pop tabs for our
special education program.





General Mills Products need the BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION square, the Our Family
Labels for Learning needs only the UPC CODES and Campbell soup products need, well,
the entire label......

COMMUNITY BIRTHDAY CALENDAR
ORDER FORM

Please return this form to Brenner Beavers at Oakland-Craig Schools, 309 N Davis Ave,
Oakland, NE 68045 to reserve your copy of the 2009-2010 calendar. We must receive
your order by May 1 to include birthdays or anniversaries on the calendar.

Please reserve copies of the 2009-2010 calendar.

I enclose $ in payment. Calendars are $5.00 each. (Please make checks payable to
Oakland-Craig Schools.)

Please list the birthdays you wish printed on the calendar:

Name Birth date (Month & day)

Wedding anniversary (Optional)
(Do you wish the anniversary listed as: Mr. and Mrs. or as John & Mary? (Please circle
your choice.)

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Thank you for your support! The calendars will be delivered in August.
The first month on the calendars is September 2009.
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